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A 


S E R M ON 


PREACHED BEFORE THE 


LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL 


ON 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1794. 


— 


Die Saturni, 19 Martu, 1794. 


ORDERED by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of Norwich, for the Sermon 
by him preached before this Houſe yeſterday, in the Ab- 
bey Church, Weſtminſter ; and that he be deſired to cauſe the 
ſame to be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


GEORGE ROSE, Cler' Parliamentor'. 
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SE M M O Ne 


Joꝝr, Chapter II. 1 5th and 17th Verſes. 


Sanfify a faſt, Call a folemn aſſembly. Let the pricfts 
and miniſiers of the Lord weep between the porch and the 
altar ; and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule 
over them, Wherefore ſhould they ſay, Where is their God? 


IN times of public difficulty and diftreſs, all nations of all 
ages have ſought protection from Heaven. The various ap- 
peals to which this ſpirit of devotion hath given riſe, whether 
addreſſed to the One True God, or to the tutelary deities of 


B Pagan 


(6 ) 

Pagan Mythology, are agreed in confeſſing the inſufficiency of 
human wiſdom to control ſucceſs, to avert impending danger, 
or to Temore the x preſſure of national calamity. Where a con- 
ſent of opinion prevails in defiance of oppoſite govern- 
ments, religion, and manners, it is reaſonable to conclude 
that ſuch conſent is enforced by ſome predominant principle 
of adds. A ſenſe of human weakneſs, and a confidence in 
the ſuperintending providence of Heaven, are. natural to 
man. 


It is not, perhaps, unwrorthy of remark, that in great emer- 
gencies, nations, however variouſly conſtituted, have not only 
agreed in humbling themſelves” before their reſpective altars, 
but have adopted, as if by 'one conſent, the ſame mode and 
. form of humiliation. The ſolemnity of Public Faſts is of ge- 
neral uſe, and of the remoteſt antiquity, The Iſraelites, in the 
infancy of their government, had frequent recurrence to it. 
Neither was it confined to the Moſaic diſpenſatien. The 
deities of Greece and Rome were to be conciliated, or appeaſed, 
by Public Faſts. In the Chriſtian æra the ſame ſolemnity ; 
obtained ;"not as the ordinanee of Chriſt, but introduced at 
ſo 
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7) 
ſo early a period, that its agreement with the ſimplicity of the 
- Goſpel diſcipline cannot be doubted, If the inquiry be pur- 
ſued beyond the limits of the Chriſtian Church, the ſame ſpe- 
cies of devotion is found among the diſciples of Confucius, 
and the worſhippers of Mahomet. From the antiquity and 
general uſe of Public Faſts, it ſhould ſeem that this ſolemnity 
is congenial with the firſt principles of devotion, and, I had 


almoſt ſaid, is part of natural religion, 


The occaſions that have given riſe to it, are as various as the 
calamities to which ſociety is ſubject. Dearth, famine, peſti- 
lence, and among the greateſt of ſocial evils— War. It is 
among the greateſt of ſocial evils, becauſe it carries in its train 
many of thoſe to which I have alluded; and is connected with 
the worſt paſſions of the human mind. The inclemency of 
the elements, and the wide waſte of infectious diſeaſe, are 
leſs to be apprehended, becauſe leſs frequent in return than 

the murderous conflicts of enraged nations. To enumerate 
the cauſes of war were a fruitleſs attempt; and indeed if they 
were capable of being numbered, the application of them 
would be matter of ſtill greater difficulty. Wars are often 
B 2 5 known 


known. to the many, only by the devaſtation and ravage they 


(8) 


4 commit, where © the land before them is as the garden f 


“ Eden, and behind them as a deſolate wilderneſs.” But the 


fources from which they are derived are inſcrutable to popular 


inquiry. | Whether they originate from revenge, jealouſy, 


ambition, caprice, policy, or, the only legitimate cauſe of war, 


ſelf-defence, the ſame appeal is made to Heaven: and it is 


wiſely made; becaule, be the merits of the conteſt what they 


may, we. are not met to. juſtify before God, but to humble 


ourſelves at the Throne of Grace; not to proclaim, in the lan- 


guage of the Phariſee, God, I thank thee that J am not as 


other men are,” but to confeſs our weakneſs, and implore 


his protection. It is not, however, to be diflembled, that 


there is a fundamental and ſubſtantial difference between the 


cauſes of war; whether they be conſidered in a political, or a 


moral point of view. The policy of war is a queſtion at 
all times full of difficulty, comprehending a variety: of matter, 
intricate and involved ; the balance of power, the intereſts of 
Commerce; the dignity and honour of nations; ſubjects by no 


means fitted for diſcuſſion in this place, and ſtill leſs for tri- 


umph 
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-umph or applauſe, but undoubtedly admitting many degrees of 


extenuation or reproof. 


That the morals and religion of mankind ſhould, under any 
poſture of affairs, be intereſted in the ſupport of war, may at 
firt ſight appear problematical. Religion hath often been 
violently preſſed into the ſervice, and compelled to bear the 
bloody ſtandard of Ambition. Hence doubt and ſuſpicion | 
naturally ariſe whenever Religion 1s ſaid to be conneQted with 
War. But it is not to be forgotten, if there be any truth in the 
records of Sacred Hiſtory, the worſhip of the One True God 
hath in former days depended on the iſſue of battles. The ſame 
awful period may again return. Much hath been heard of 
the wiſdom and philoſophy of the times; and we are flattered 
with aſſurances, founded on I know not what authority, 
that wh are an enlightened people ; and in conſequence pro- 
tected from the follies and extravagance of darker ages, If 
the light inſiſted upon' be the light of Revelation, the claim is 
an old and a juſt one; but if they who profels to extend their 
horizon ſo far beyond the day-ſpring of their anceſtors, be leaft 
diſpoſed to accept or acknowledge the light of the G oſpel, the 


claim 


G 

claim is new, and certainly not {6 obvious. Human know- 
ledge is always circulating ; the acquiſitions of- to-day are loſt 
to future times, and again retrieved. To calculate on the pro- 
greſſive and unbroken improvement of ages is againſt experi- 
ence: and indeed if no interruption take place, — and 
their correſponding effects are not eaſily claſſed. The connec- 
tion between them is too minute, or too remote to be of general 
obſervance ; and the ſame errors are perpetually revolving. 
Neither is it to be forgotten, that it is the proud diſtinction of 


modern philoſophers to place leſs confidence in others than in 


themſelves ; in the experience of ages than the experiment of 


the day. Whether this be proof of diſcretion, as it is ſaid to be 
of courage, I ſhall not diſcuſs. Be it as it may, the example of a 
neighbouring nation hath evinced, that in deſpite of this ſupe- 
rior intelligence (of which they are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs at leaſt 


their ſhare) idolatry of a monſtrous form may again rearitsmany 


heads againſt the worſhip of the One True God. Hence it ap- 


pears, that the religion of mankind may be intereſted in the ſup- 
port, as in the conduct of war; and the cauſe of war differ as 
widely in its moral as political deſcription. We are taught, 


however, by our religion to hope, that the worſt cauſe is not 


2 excluded 


| ( 1 ) 
excluded from the mercy of Heaven, and we know that the 
beſt will require it. 


Under this impreſſion it is not to be wondered at, if in all 
the variety of warfare to which we are ſubject, recurrence be 
uniformly had to the ſame Fountain of Mercy, But as it is 
acceſſible to all, ſo is it to be approached with humility, and 
not in the proud and haſty ſteps of confidence and ſelf-appro- 


bation; For, whatever be the merits of the conteſt in which 


we are engaged, it were the exceſs of folly to preſume that 


nothing culpable ſhall grow out of it. In national conflicts the 
paſſions of mankind are unavoidably let looſe, and it too often 


happens, that the worſt paſſions, becauſe the ſtrongeſt and 


moſt active, become predominant. It is the duty of religion 
to moderate and repreſs them; and unleſs this duty be ful- 
filled, the merits of the beſt cauſe are ſoon loſt in the means 
of conducting it. If the progreſs of an armed force be in- 
variably marked by plunder, devaſtation, murder, and in- 
exorable revenge, the principles that gave motion to it are 


ſcarcely worth the inquiry: the beſt are diſgraced by the cala- 


mities they engender. 


In 
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In the agitation and ferment of the public mind, inſepa- 


rable from a ſtate of warfare, it is the eſpecial province of 


religion to inculcate temper, and moderation; and whether 
elated by victory, or depreſſed by misfortune, to reſtore the 
Nation to its proper level. For this purpoſe Public Faſts are 


ordained. In theſe ſolemn aſſemblies the Nation is called 
upon as one Man, ſeriouſly to recollect itſelf—to examine 
without paſſion, or prejudice, the motives that have led to its 


diſtreſſes, and the means employed to extricate it from them; 


and before it ventures to implore the ſuccour of Heaven, to 
conſider well whether it have not incurred che diſpleaſure of 
Heaven. To depend totally on the counſels, the valour, the 
wiſdom, the reſources of the Nation, were an idle and a fond 


dependance; nor is it a ſafer policy to reſt our hopes of ſuc- 


ceſs on the iniquities of thoſe to whom we are oppoſed. 


National depravity is undoubtedly national weakneſs ; but it is 


ſurely a much wiſer principle to correct our own vices, than 


to preſume on thoſe of the adverſary, The comparative me- 


rits and demerits of nations are not eaſily calculated; and, 


indeed, 
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indeed, if they were capable of eſtimate, it is ſtill a queſtion 
of doubt, whether it may not conſiſt with the unſearchable 
wiſdom of God to puniſh as in old times he hath puniſhed, 
| a vicious people, by a people ſtill more vicious. Where, ſaid 
the proud Aſſyrian, the blaſphemer of the living God— 
„Where is the King of Humath, and the King of Arphad ?” 
The ſame unhallowed language may again prevail ; and 
Cities, and Ifles, and Nations be deſolated, before the aveng- 
ing angel ſmite the Aſſyrian camp. If there be no. depravity 
among us, no corruption of morals, no impiety, our confi- 
dence in the wickedneſs of the enemy is well founded ; but 
if we ſhare with them in the follies and vices of the age, 


it is abſurd to preſume on the degrees of unrighteouſneſs. 


I ſhould much abuſe the ſituation in which 1 ſtand, were I 
| to diſſemble with you, what is too palpable to be denied, 
that we are not an innocent nation ; nay, that we are an of- 
fending people. If it be imputed as a crime to France, that 
the is given to change, are we totally exempt from the ſpirit 


of innovation? If it be charged to her, that ſhe is infected by 


” a ſtrange 
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a ſtrange and a falſe philoſophy, are we ſure that the ſame in- 


fection have not tainted ourſelves? If, to fill up the meaſure 
of her iniquity, France have rejected and blaſphemed her 
Redeemer, is there nothing of infidelity in this land? In: 
truth, we poſſeſs too ſmall a portion of poſitive virtue, and 
comparative will avail little, to ſhield us from the conſe- 
quences of a diſtempered and convulſed world: it is in re- 


pentance, and the mercy of God, that we muſt look for our. 
protection. 


Never was the language of the Prophet, ſince the day that: 
gave utterance to it, more applicable than on the preſent oc- 
caſion. Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine herit-- 
age to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule over them: 
wherefore ſhould they ſay, Where is their God?“ The nation 
with whom we are at war, are profeſſedly and boaſtfully an 
heathen nation; and unleſs it ſhall pleaſe God to ſpare his 
people, our laws, and liberty, and religion, are inevitably loſt. 


It does not become the Miniſter of Peace to be an advocate- 


for War; and if the queſtion at iſſue were merely political, 


not: 
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not a word of praiſe or extenuation ſhould eſcape from this 
place. But can it be doubted, if the purpoſes of France be 
obtained, and her ſyſtem extended wide as the range of her 
ambition, that we ſhall become the ſlaves of her power, and, 
what is worſe, the companions of her infidelity ? The politi- 
cal and mythological ſyſtems of France are inſeparably con- 
nected. The Altar and the Throne fell together, and ſome- 
thing hateful aroſe in the place of each; without names in- 
deed, but of the neareſt alliance: never was the bond of 
union between Church and State ſo ſtrongly or ſo cloſely 
riveted ; and, moſt aſſuredly, if one prevail, the other will 
quickly follow. Under the old government there exiſted men 
of great talent, painful reſearch, and profound learning, who 
from conviction, or perhaps not unfrequently from the love of 
the praiſe of men, better than the praiſe of God, diſbelieved, 
or denied the evidence of Revelation. There is ſomething | 
extremely flattering to an ardent mind in the oppoſition to 
inveterate opinions. Scepticiſm is at all times better calcu- 
lated for the diſplay of a brilliant imagination, than a ſober 
and ſedate conſent with the eſtabliſhed Faith. But what are 


C2 the 
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the grounds of infidelity at this day? Are the teachers of 


apoſtacy men of learning and reſearch ? or. have they been 
ſuddenly raifed . to their preſent exalted ſtations from the 
bottom of ſociety, and the depth of ignorance, by the agi- 
tation of the times? It will not, I truſt, be conſidered as 
an uncharitable conjecture, if I venture to ſtate it as poſſible, 
that the preſent rulers of France reject Chriſtianity, not be- 
cauſe they diſbelieve it, but profeſs to diſbelieve it becauſe it 
is convenient to reject it. Infidelity, if it have any claim 
to ſincerity, is the reſult of diligent inveſtigation, for which 
neither the perſons are qualified, nor the times fitted. To 
reconcile the doctrines of Chriſt with the principles of anarchy, 
was an hopeleſs attempt: they knew it to be impoſlible that 


order ſhould unite with confuſion, or rapine and murder with 


charity and brotherly love. It was indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


cheir purpoſe, that the belief of Chriſtianity ſhould be totally 
eradicated. And they were not at the pains, nor indeed could 


they ſpare time, to examine the records and monuments of 
antiquity to colour and gloſs their decrees. It is eaſier to ca- 


lumniate, than to refute evidence or eſtabliſh fact. Fanaticiſm 


and 


(+7) 
and Prieſteraft were found to be words of ſuch potent effect, 
that all argument ceaſed to be neceſſary, and the faith of ages 


was at once ſwept away by the magic of theſe frightful 
ſounds. Had the exertions of France been conſined to the 
reform of her Church, a good Chriſtian would have looked 
on, not without anxiety, indeed, but with the pious hope for 
her return to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, What have we 
ſeen ? Not a reform, but a total annihilation of her Church— 
Not a return to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, but a denial of 
Chriſt. Aware that in rejecting the Revelation of the Goſpel 
they relinquiſhed all pretenſions to a future ſtate of happineſs ; 
and ſenſible, perhaps, that the expectation of another life 
might retard their purpoſes by endangering their means, they 
boldly proclaimed death to be perpetual ſleep. Where- 
« fore hear the word of the Lord, ye ſcornful men that rule 
“ this people. Becauſe ye have ſaid, We have made a cove- 
„ nant with Death, and with Hell are we at agreement; 
« your covenant with Death ſhall be diſannulled, and your 
6 agreement with Hell ſhall not ſtand : when the overflowing 
« ſcourge ſhall paſs through, then ye ſhall be trodden down 


« by it.” Nala NI. A, 
To 


To every conſiderate mind, the ſituation of the Chriſtian 
World cannot but afford much anxiety. Hitherto we have 
been accuſtomed to contemplate the gradual progreſs of Chriſ- 
tianity; to trace its advancement with pious exultation, to the 


remoteſt corners of the globe. At this day, our aſtoniſh= 


ment is excited by bold and daring attempts to ſuppreſs it, 
even in the heart of Europe. Theſe attempts will ultimately 
reſult to the glory of God: but the interval is moſt awful; 


big with events, at which humanity ſhudders, and Faith her- 


ſelf is half confounded. Good men can ſcarcely credit 
them, wiſe men are at a loſs to account for them, and pioug 
men are afraid to touch them. 


What is it that hath been ſubſtituted in the place of Chriſti. 
anity? Is it of new invention, or hath it been raked from the 
aſhes of ſome Pagan temple? Are the mythologiſts of the 
preſent day, men of original genius, or have they clumſily 


imitated their heathen anceſtors It matters not.— The ſy 


teme be its origin what it may, is calculated, and, I fear, in- 
tended, to confound right with wrong; to obliterate the firſt and 
beſt impreſſions of the human mind; to diſſipate all fear, and to 


extinguiſh 


tn ) 
extinguiſh all love of God. In a word, it is the reverſe of 
the Chriſtian religion. A ſyſtem ſhaped in wickedneſs, and 


conceived in ſin. 


Thus hath a great nation completed its own ruin; and, in 
the downfall of its grandeur, made ſhipwreck of the virtues, 
the morals, and the religion of the people. Order may again: 
be reſtored, but the faith of the many will with difficulty be- 
brought back. National faith. is not the reſult of individual 
reſearch; it is taken on credit, ſtrengthened by early habits, 
and confirmed by opinion. In the inſtance before us the tra- 
dition is broken, the habits of the people are changed, and 
opinion is utterly demoliſhed. It is not the corrupted faith 
of a degenerate people that we lament, but the broad foundation- 
on which all national faith, however pure, muſt reſt, I mean 
that confidence in ſuperiors which flows from voluntary re- 
ſpect, accompanies ſanctity of character, and is maintained by 
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wiſdom and integrity. wks 


Againſt this torrent of wickedneſs and folly we are now to 
make head ; convinced, that if the ſmalleſt breach be ſuffered, 


at 


it may and will burſt in upon us with irreſiſtible violence, 
and in defiance of all our exertions deluge the land. 


Before I conclude I ſhall call back your attention for one 
moment to the origin and cauſe of the war. It is not aggran- 
dizement, it is not the balance of power, the extenſion of 
trade, the dignity or honour of the nation ; it is the defence 
of our homes and families, of our laws, our liberty, and above 
all our religion. In this momentous conflict, our firſt and laſt 
dependence is on Him, whom, in the paroxyſm of their rage, 
the enemy hath rejected and blaſphemed. It is God alone | 
who can give nerve and ſtrength to our arms, and wiſdom and 


effect to our counſels. 


Be favourable, O Lord! be favourable to thy people, 
who turn to thee in weeping, faſting, and praying. And 
whilſt thou lookeſt do i compaſſion, let not thy mercy 
be withdrawn from them, to whom we are oppoſed: but bring 
them back, O God, to a juſt ſenſe of thy almighty power, 
and to a pure and ſincere faith in the merits and ſufferings of 
8 8 thy 


thy Son. Then ſhall the horrors of war ceaſe, the bow be 
broken, and the ſpear knapped in ſunder; true religion 
ſhall reſume her place, and the bleſſings of peace be reſtored 
to an infatuated and diſtracted nation. 


TEE END 
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